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Farm Prosperity—Made To Order

There's a little nerv ing about this
thing they call the Farm Problem,

Primarily the objective of the farmer is pretty much
the same as that of the man in the factory. Both want
a fair return for their labor. But there is one difference:
In addition to being a working man, the farmer is a busi-
ness man in his own right, providing his own capital, should-
ering his own overhead. seeking his own markets. And in
that difference lies the Farm Problem.
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When the depression came, the federal government de-
cided that since both business, through the Reconstruction |
Finance Corporation, and the working man, through work-
relief agencies, were being given governmental assistance, |
the farmer, as a, combination of both, was entitled to some |

help.  So Uncle Sam stepped in to see what could be done.

Well. here's what the situation looks like today: Of all |
the major erops in the United States, only two—soy beans

and oats—are unsupported by federal loans. Soy bean
farmers, however, are clamoring for governmental loans
And it may be only a question of time before cat-raisers

decide that they better see about this pot-of-gold busines

The purpose of these loans” To keep prices up. Ordi-
narily, by the time a farmer harvests his crop, he is pretty
nearly broke. He's yut to unload and take what he can get
to carry him through the winter and to pay off mortgages
and interest.

But if Uncle Sam steps in and lets him have some mon-
ey on account, based on the current market price of what-
ever he's raising. the
the market price rises

farmer can store his produce until

It looks good, but there's one other side of the picture
The defense commission recently reported that one-third of
the nation is under-nourished, Apd according to Bruce Cat-
ton, Washington columnist, the farmer's domestic market
would be worth about a billion doffars more than it i today
if every person were able to buy as much food as a fam:ily
with an income of $100 a month normally buys.

Which means that every time farm prices go up, under
the current setup, the folks in the lower one-third can afford
to buy just so much less of the food products they need
Which in turn means that surpluses increase, and prices
must continue to be kept up by artificial means

Where will it all end up? How long can American ec-
onomy go on in this vicious circle? At hest
and yours is as good as anyone else’s.

y it's a guess,
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ABOUT OURSELVES

Now that National Newspaper Week has pasacd,
Round ‘Towner, late as usual, herewith takes
pen in hand to write a full column about himself,
his contemporaries and his occupation

Hig reason for National Newspaper Week 1 to
afford an opportunity for the newspaperman to put
in a plug for himself

Moat of those plugs are sort of feeble, and at
times. are nearly covered up. A few strangling edi-
torials, a series of
with how the “sheet” 18 made, an invitation for the
public to visit
plant--that's about what newspaper week has re-
solved itself Into.
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MISERABLE, BUT BLESS IT!
It someone were to ask:

a
Rind of Information bureau. We try our best to sat-

newspaper work n
promising and soul-satisfying profession,” we'd say:
“It's & sort of miserable profession—bless it!”
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