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Un-Huddling the Government

Bitter are the lessons being written in blogd- across
Europe today—and woe to him who will not learn them!

One of them seems to be this: there is danger in too
great centralization. That is: if all your government offices
are huddled in one small area, all your steel works huddled
in another, all your auto and munitions plapts in another,
all your boat-building facilities in another, so much greater
the chance of a single erippling blow by some overwhelming
bombing raid. That country is best off whose productive
facilities are so scattered that a whole series of successful
blows might hot necessarily cripple it.

The war has centered attention on decentralization. New
powder, plane and munitions plants are being built in remote
places which had hitherto been without great industries,
even without great populations. And this at a time when
the tide of people flocking into the cities seems to have re-
versed itself and for the first time the census figures show
an increase in the rural population.

But against this time swims government. The popula-
tion of Washington has grown 36 per cent since 1930, a rate
of increase exceeded only by Miami and San Diego. It has
slopped over its limits. and Arlington county, acr the
Potomac in Virginia, is the fastest-growing county in the
U. 8. Office buildings cannot be built fast enough to hold
the bulging bureaus ; rents skyrocket.

One answer has been proposed by Rep. Everett M. Dirk-
sen of Illinois. He has introduced into the House a resolution
which would call for moving many government Lureaus! gy town with the 'Round Towner: James
bodily from Washington to other cities. Even allowing for| surents chatting with a customerThomas Spart
Dirksen's probably direct interest in getting some of them ' iuny ariving s new car. George Atwood celebiat.
for Chicago or for his native Pekin distriet. maybe thig 18/ ing his birthday—James Wolte getting settiod i
worth thinking about his new home—-Dr. Manford Kint talking school
board _affairs—Robert Walker enroute to his Ma-

Dirksen argues that $100.000,000 was spent last year by, nette home M. . E. Gracter smiling—Me. k.
gificiala in travel from Washififtofi ‘L6 oher places whero' i Lemuo fsedlng the evening paper-—Eddle Bavie
government business was being done; that many of the func- talking about her bowling score Miles Timmins in
tions of government, like social security, railroad control of o barbershop—Fire Captain Tom Turner greeting
various kinds, census Bureau, housing and home loan work, his wife upon her return from u visit to Oregon
maritime controls, WPA, CCC, veterans’ work, and agricul-
tural aid, could just as efficiently and perhaps more econom- NARCISSI ABLOOM
ically be discharged in other parts of the country. |  Yes there are narcisa blooming in Bremerton,

Does too great a concentration of the nation’s life blood | :"y" R%““‘:‘“";‘;“;:’m:’:‘“::‘:":’l“:‘me'm el
for safety pass through Washington? New York? Chicago?; [CL "0 e ¥ 0 TN Sevnke o w Bl
Detroit? Ought we to begin thinking seriously of doing| 3 E Finden of 1038 5th at. who had noted in this
something about it ? column our question as to whether any narclasi
T i ————————— | were blooming here In our spring-like February

weather.

The Only Issue | Mrs. Finden has had narcissus plants blooming in

Great debates often have a way of simmering right ber yand for three weeks, and she has seen plenty
down, eventually, to simple, fundamental facts. The Chris.| °f Primroses and crocuses blcoming also
tian Science Monitor, reflecting on the aid-to-Britain CONLIO- | 1) b ARTMENT STORE DRAMA
versy in its editorial page column, demonstrated that fact
with these words recently :

“Which is better?

“A policy of lend-lease now—

“Or a possibility of being least and alone later 7"

That seems to be the issue in the proverbial nutshell.

IN HOLLYWOOD

By JIMMIE FIDLER
MIAMI, Fla., Feb. 5.—From Hollywood I hear that:
Jimmy Roosevelt and Romelle Schneider, reported chilling
not so long ago, have now set their altar-trek for March . . .
Bob Hope and NBC, which censors his scripts, are tiffing

S

A co-warker related the following story to us and
we think It's worth passing on; It's another of
those everyday stories that make life u bit more
worth while.

Our friend was in a local department store on
business and foupd it necessary to walt a few mo-
ments. By chance she happened to be near the fur
department and noted a middle-aged woman proud-
ly modeling a fur coat which she had just pur-
chased. The rest of the tale she learned during her
walt.

The story Itself goes back several years. It seems
that the purchasing the coat had' always
had a great desire'to own a luxyrious fur garment.
She would savé her money; but each time she had
enough, some one of the family would become il
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The ‘Round Towner By The Staff

and the money would go to doctors, etc., or some
other thing would happen and her money would be
spent. .
Now her children are grown, she told the clerk,
two of her sons, employed In the navy yard,
saved thelr money and for her birthday presepted
her a surprise—an order for ber long-awaitéd cogt,
Wasn't that swel{? sl

WHEN MT. RAINIER WEARS A CAP

It would not take much of a weather propbet to
“outprophet” the kind that has been disbed out to
us of late. Virgil Temple i3 so good that you never
need to go back to check upon him. |

Standing With his face toward the east facing |
Mount Rainier, Virgil Temple, the blind sage of
Tndian lore of the Suquamish tribe, gives this bit
of prophetic weather news. Totwit: )

rain within 48 hours. A cloud sround the right!
shoulder of Rainler means that an east wind will
be blowing soon. And a cloud around the left shoul-
der means a west wind. And this will be an early
spring. for around my place I heard the frogs
croaking on Jan. 20th—and
usual, v e

“And speaking of spring makes me think of old
Chief Rodgers. He always preached the Indian fun-
erals when the priest was away, and be always

that's earlier than |4
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'+ “My complimeats, G-&Nn—und’l:ow'l for a little game

er's investigation might be aired
enough to steal some of Wheeler's
nder.

The White House has kept &

appointment
rough, however, Win-
show up with a

Don't be surprised any day
to read that the British gov-
sloply

Indicate
decision fo Co that kas been
made and that oaly s favor-
able timo s awaited.

wi be damaging to
projects like the lease-lend
bl
government position. Jesse
wats him to be assistant
tary of civil meronautics.

WALLACE'S HELPER

Vice President Wallace's parlia-
menthry
menate,

Joneg
secre-

cons mv on
the scene of Charley Watkins, sen-
ate parliamentarian.

, on a
lower level, and he knows the sen-
d

preached the same setmon. Taking a bottle of holy | 4%

water, he would start sprinkling and preaching at
the same time. His. permon was something like
this:

*“Don't feel sorrowful for this one who has gone;
ho is in the happy hunting ground where therp s
plenty of food, deer, salmon, grouse,
rots and everything to eat . . .
them . . . 3
and lots of pretty flowers . . . and they sfink
mweet.” Aftar elaborating on this, he finally woyld
find that the holy water was gone, and canclude
the service.”

because the network tuned out a couple of his pet gags Walt

(about BMI tunes) that he refused to discard . . .
Actress Helen Broderick is tell-| ——

all listeners that she'll retire

thi year—for

Autry, who's

money offers from eastern rodeo| il started

promoters, will probably nix the| ways Be an d—Ni

lot and stage his own Wild West| oy Do Seript—every one o

show, come summer. . . Liz Whit-| cxtras suddenly leaped to his feet
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THE HIT PARADE: (Thiscol-' hope for
the! umn ' recommends): SCREEN:!SONG: *I

.
On To Your Hals"—he's planalng ™ a solution for all
n To Your —ne's planals
N -arance, tellar (nconsiderates problems.
Who, arriving 15 minutes after
the premiere starts, spend
n

:| you're & ‘muysic lover, you'l cheer;
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Europe's future. .
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feud “twixt

Preston and Sterling. Hayden.
ount “white hopes\” Whose
Jealousy is already town falk. . .
Jane Withers i3 using that|16 mm
mundie outfit Santa brought to

nation-wide
i1 ayem's news letter from
vood statf descri

T THE same Instant the shot
At Kay felt a sear- poss. ¢
ing burn in her left side, as if pened. It
some one had come up behind
her and had jabbed a knife into
it

For an instant she was shocked,
numbed, bewildered. Then she
dropped her hand ta her side,
pulled it away, looked at it with
horrified fascination.
“It's blood.” she sald, aloud.
look

T,
seats! Please

ake your seats! Take your
Every-
thing s all right

“T don't know exactly. Captatn
‘akeman was o e
§isl. Tthink he called her Julle, or
udy. She seemed upset. She
frabbed his gun as he turned back
:,","» wiy—they struggled—It weat
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