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End of 21-Year Delusion

MarR down March 11, 1941, as a date to remember.

Students of American history for decades to come will
regard it as one of the significant turning points in the life
of the republic. On this day, President Roosevelt signed H. R.
1776, the lend-lease bill, in itself a fortentous event, but vast-
ly more important because it terminates drastically and com-
pletely the 21-year period during which the isolationists

ruled this country.

Under the leadership of Senators Lodge, Borah, Johnson

and other “wilful men” who defeated Woodrow Wilson’s ef-
fort to bring the United States into the League of Nations,
» the isolationist policy was firmly established back in 1920.
They kept us out of the league, and thus wrecked that great
experiment's chances to succeed. They prevented, over and

over, the attempts of broader visioned men to have this coun-

try adhere to the World Court. They went, with President

Harding, *
“prosperity”

‘back to normaley,” ie., a frenzied/seeking for
at home, regardless of what happened anywhere §

else. They raised the tariffs to ungodly heights and tried to
* build a foreign trade on a program of our doing all the selling
and none of the buying. They sought peace but brought us

close to war.
During the booming ‘2

0's and the lugubrious '30's the

isolationists have been in control of congress. They ruled the

country. During most of the time,

no doubt, they had the

majority of the people with them, and the blunders they made
consequently are blunders for which the nation must share

the blame.

For two or three years, the isolationists gradually have
been losing their grip. President Roosevelt's “quarantine the

aggressors”

speech of three years ago gave impetus to a

trend that steadily strengthened. Leaders in both major par-

ties have shared in the swing-over. The

Republican platform

of 1940 called courageously for “the extension to all people
fighting for liberty of such aid" us can be given short of
war. Candidate Wendell Willkie declared himself in. even
stronger terms. Many specific steps in that direction were

taken by the national administration, and now,

with the

lend-lease bill enacted, the country is publicly and fully com-
mitted to do its utmost to halt the reign of aggression, die-
tatorship, disregard for international law, ruthlessness and
barbarity with which the world is menaced.

And it is high time. This is a world in which there is no
isolation for any nation, least of all for this wealthiest and
most powerful of nations, and nothing but disaster could re-
sult from a policy of refusing to recognize facts that are
daily cracking us over the héad. Our blind-and deluded course
during an entire generation has been all but fatal in its con-
sequences to us and to others. At last, we have put that folly

behind us.

God give us strength and wisdom that we may now live
up to our high responsibilities in the family of nations and

uke our rightful part in the world’s

troubled affairs.

Proﬂ'ls Still Possible

The private enterprise or “profit and loss” system is

having rough going these days, but there's a lot of life in the

. old girl yet, according to some ecalculating the New York

. Btock Exchange has been doing.

2 Of 829 common stocks listed on that Exchange, 577 paid
 eash dividends last year, and the $2,000,000,000 thus paid out

represented a 5.7 per cent return on the year’s average mark-
et value of all common issues listed. So the Exchange reports,
adding that during the depressed 1980-40 period, $19,650,-
* 000,000 was paid out in dividends by listed common stoeks.
us, in spite of world-wide confusion, it is plainly still
for a great many large business units to make money.

'“'l‘h private enterprise or “profit and loss” system, seems to
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'Round town with the 'Round Towner: “.ug;:
ward Songer shopping at Colby- Mrs. M. E.
inger telephoning—Mrs. Florence Whitely escort-
ing her young son, John Jr., down 4th st.—James
MeArdle signing his name—Harry Lo Johngon In
from Silverdale—Edward H. Saider driving his new
Buick—Lloyd Lofthus busy in his of! company of-
fice—-Edward Anderson headed for Phinney Bay—
Kenneth K. Dawson driving homeward—Mrs. A. O.
Neal preparing a mnl

ABOUT THE w.\smwm\‘

To the 'Round Towner's desk comes information of
great tmport—facts about the battleship U. 8. S.

. which will be May 15 at

Philadelphia navy yard. A-bullding since June, 1038,
the great Warship is: 704 fect long, equipped to
carry three planiés, has nine 16:inch guns, steam!
turbined at 115,000 horsepower for a speed of 27
Kknots.

This state’s historic namesakes i the navy in-
cluded

1. The salling vessel Washington of 52 guns, bullt
at Philadelphia in 1776. She was burned by the Brit-
ish at Delaware Bay In 1778, just before she was
entirely cortipleted.

2. A galley of eight guns and 80 men; she was

| built at Skenesboro and joined the fleet in October,
| 1776, Later the same month she engaged 1n a run-

ning fight with the British on Lake Champlain, and
was captured with severs losses.

3. A Jarge mailing vessel of 2,250 tons, another
Washington, boasted 74 guns and 750 men. She was
bullt at the Portsmouth navy yard at the close of
the War of 1812. She dif duty on both forelgn and
domestic stations, and was turned over to the Néw
York shipbrenkergin 1843. .

4. An armored cruiser of 14,500 tons, built at
Camden, N. J, completed in 1906. In 1916 her name
was changed to Seattle, and she was the flagship
of the cruiser and transport force during World War
1 She is now in the “unclassified” section of the
navy roste: .
5 The afth Washington was commenced in 1916

and she was three-quarters finished when bullding
was in 1922. Under the terms of the treaty
for Umitation of naval armaments, she was de-
stroyed as is in 1924.

This department sincerely wishes the sixth and
new Washington will enjoy something of a more
glorious career than her predecessors!

e . e
THE ARMY IS GREAT!

1f any mother has fears that a year's military
tramipy s golng to harm the health of her son, she
ihould have glimpsed the four Bremertpn draftees
the "Reund Towner talked to last weekend.

The four—Barney Kahn, Johnny Gibler, Frank
LaFazia and Dick Campbell—were home from Camp
Murray for a weekend visit.

They all looked the picture of health. Halr clipped

to miliary shortness, faces tanned by outdoor work |

and eyes bright with more sleep than any of them
had golten in years.

Dick Campbell is falrly thriving on the army diet, | frequen:

sppatently, for he gained eight pounds in the first

17 days.
Uncje-Sam's draftees are learning their tasks rap-
idly #nd, almost without exception, they are taking | de

to the training with a will and & vow to give the
best that is in them.

six
A typlcal day starts at 5:30, when the boys are
beds

broken out of thelr barracks revielle.
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