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RESEARCH SPRINT PARTICIPANT INSTRUCTIONS 
 
STEP 1 
Familiarize yourself with the event descriptions, as well as keywords and dates to frame your research. 
 
STEP 2 
Go to the microfilm station. Select a reel for dates which correspond to your chosen event(s). 
 
STEP 3 
Find an available microfilm reader and begin your research. Please get assistance from library staff to get 
started using the machine. 
 
STEP 4 * 
If you find an article, let everyone know! Then, save it to the desktop or to a flash drive. If you do not have 
a flash drive, request one at the research sprint “welcome station.” If working on an older machine, capture 
an image using your mobile phone camera. If you have difficulties saving an image, please request 
assistance from library staff. 
 

STEP 4.5 ** 
If you do not find any articles on the microfilm reel you have chosen, then please make note of that 
fact, and report it to staff at the “welcome station.” At this point, you may either continue 
researching the same event using a different reel or continue to STEP 6. 

 
STEP 5 
Continue searching for news articles, editorials, op-eds, letters-to-the-editor, etc. using the reel you have 
selected. If you feel that you have exhaustively researched your chosen event, continue to the next step. 
 
STEP 6 
Go to an available computer terminal, or use your phone, and log in to the History Unfolded website at 
newspapers.ushmm.org. Follow the instructions to Submit an Article. Part of this process will require that 
you upload images you have saved. If you are using a flash drive, insert it into the computer’s USB port, 
and upload the file from there. 
 
STEP 7 
Discuss your findings with available teachers, librarians, historians or fellow researchers at the “discussion 
table.” 
 
 
* When saving an article image, please save and upload the entire page on which it appears. Double-check 
to ensure the article was correctly saved before moving on to another page of the microfilm! 
 
** Record the dates you searched, make note of what WAS reported in the news and capture images of the 
front page for those dates. You will need them when you get to STEP 6. 


